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\ ‘ Sixth Sunday of Easter
Year A - 10th May 2026

Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8, 14-17, Ps 65: 1-7, 16,20, Peter 3:15-18
GOSPEL READING: John 14:15-21

Meditation: What makes us both fully human and truly like God? Is it not
unconditional love which is unselfish, undying, and wholly directed to the
good of others? The love of God unites us in an unbreakable bond of
fidelity, friendship, and community with others. Jesus loved his own until
the very end of his passion and death on the cross (John 13:1).

The nature of love: From the very beginning of creation God said: it is not
good that man should be alone (Genesis 2:18). We were created in love
for love - to be a community of loving persons, just as the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit are inseparably united in a community of unbreakable love.

John Henry Newman (1801-1890) said: We love because it is our nature to love, and it is our nature because
God the Holy Spirit has made it our nature. Jesus speaks to his disciples of the inseparable bound of love
between himself and the Father, and of their love for humankind. In Jesus we see the fulness of God's love and
how God's love is directed to our well-being. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent
his only Son into the world, so that we might have life through him (1 John 4:9).

Knowing God's love: How do we know that God truly loves each one of us? In the cross we see the proof of
God's love for each of us and the incredible price God was willing to pay to redeem us from slavery to sin, death,
and Satan. Jesus gave up his life that we might have life - abundant, everlasting life with God - a life of love and
unity with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit forever. Through the cross Jesus opened a new way of relationship for
us as the adopted sons and daughters of God - his beloved children (Romans 8:14-17). Jesus calls his disciples to
walk in his way of love through obedience to the will of the Father. True love is more than sentiment, emotion,
or good intention. As important as these may be they are not the proof of sincere love. True love for God is
expressed in obedience and obedience is expressed in love.

Jesus' best gift for us: Jesus promised to give his followers the best of gifts, the Holy Spirit as their Counsellor
and Helper. How does the Holy Spirit help us as the counsellor?

Counsellor is a legal term for one who defends someone against an adversary and who guides that person
during the ordeal of trial. The Holy Spirit is our Advocate and Helper who guides and strengthens us and brings
us safely through the challenges and adversities we must face in this life.

The Holy Spirit is also the Giver of life - the abundant life which comes from God and which sustains us forever.
The Holy Spirit also guides us in the way of truth, wisdom, and goodness. We can never stop learning because
the Spirit leads us more and more into the knowledge of God's love, truth, and goodness. Jesus also promised
his followers the gift of peace. Peace is more than the absence of conflict or trouble. Peace includes everything
which makes for our highest good. Trust in God, faith in his promises, and obedience to his word lead us to
peace and security in God's presence.

That is why a Christian need not fear or be troubled by anything. The love of Christ brings immeasurable joy and
consolation even in the midst of our trials and suffering. Paul the Apostle states, "Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ?... For | am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:35,38-39).

Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with the knowledge of Christ's immense love and with his gift of peace.

Picture: The Peasant Lawyer, Pieter Breughel the Younger, 1620, © Grohmann Museum, Milwaukee School of Engineering
Text © 2026 Servants of the Word, source:dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager.
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Parish Priest
Fr Alex Chow

Parish Secretary
Sonya O’Farrell
Wednesdays,
Thursdays & Fridays
10am - 2pm

SUNDAY MASS

Saturday Vigil: 5pm (SL)

Sunday: 8:30am (SL)
10:30am (ST)

WEEKDAY MASSES
Tues. 6:30pm (SL)
Wed.

Thurs.

Fri. 6.30pm (ST)
Sat. 9.15am (SL*)
*Rosary after Mass

RECONCILIATION

SL: Tues 5:30 - 6:10pm
Sat 9.45 - 10.15am
Sat 4.30 - 4.50pm

ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:10pm

EXPOSITION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT &
EVENING PRAYER

SL: Tues 5:30 - 6:30pm

ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:30pm
HOSPITALITY AFTER MASS
AT ST. LUKE’S

Second weekend of each
month - bring a plate to
share (optional)

YOUNG ADULT GROUP -
Wednesday 13" May @
7pm at St Luke’s Parish
Hall

LEGION OF MARY -
Friday 15th May @
10.15am at St Luke’s
Parish Hall Kitchen.
Enquiries to

Lucy 0419 591 423

Third session: 14 MAY 2026 @ 7pm
Thinking about life, purpose, and what
really matters. If you're asking
big questions about faith or simply
curious — you are very welcome.
ALPHA Australian Edition, ALPHA
Chinese Mandarin (adults) and ALPHA
Youth (ages 13—17) offer a relaxed, no-
pressure space to connect with others,
enjoy a free dinner, watch engaging short
videos, and have honest conversations
about life and faith. Come as you are,
bring your questions, and see where the
conversation leads. No pressure, no
strings attached.

Email us at Alphastlukesbbs@gmail.com
or register your interest via the QR code
We'd love to see you at Alpha!

Next Week’s Daily Readings 11 May - 17
May

6th week of Easter

MONDAY May 11 Acts 16:11-15
Ps 149:1-6, 9 Jn 15:26 - 16:4

TUESDAY May 12 Acts 16:22-34
Ps 137:1-3,7-8 Jn 16:5-11

WEDNESDAY May 13 Acts 17:15,
22 -18:1Ps 148:1-2, 11-14 Jn 16:12-15

THURSDAY May 14 Acts 1:15-17, 20-26
Ps 112:1-8 Jn 15:9-17
St Matthias, apostle

FRIDAY May 15 Acts 18:9-18
Ps 46:2-7 Jn 16:20-23

SATURDAY May 16 Acts 18:23-28
Ps 46:2-3, 8-10 Jn 16:23-28

SUNDAY May 17 Acts 1:1-11
Ps 46:2-3, 6-9 Eph 1:17-23
Mt 28:16-20

The ASCENSION of the LORD

ALTAR SERVING MINISTRY
Are you interested in assisting as an altar server? If so, or if you have any questions
about this ministry, please contact Chris Lim on 0419 470 267

MINISTERS OF THE WORD

Saturday 5pm SL
Sunday 8:30am SL
10:30am ST

9 and 10 MAY

Melina Barcellona
Darren MclLean
Jane D’Souza

16 and 17 MAY

Godfrey Thong
Liliana Restrepo
Michelle Chen

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST

Saturday 5pm SL
Sunday 8:30am SL
10:30am ST

SLIDE OPERATORS
Saturday 5pm SL
Sunday 8:30am SL
10:30am ST

SL WELCOMERS 9 - 10 May

Corey Thong
Megan McLean
Pat Kawalevski

Choir
Rosemary Donaldson
Manny Gonzalez

SL CHURCH CLEANING

Lynda Kilroe-Smith
Michael Ballek
Susan Chen

Choir
David Prabha
Lee Min Yee

SL CHURCH FLOWERS

5pm John Ryan
8.30am Janette Clark
10.30am Volunteer

SL WELCOMERS 16 - 17 May_

16th May - Sonya’s team
Sonya O’Farrell, Netty Solomon,
& Anthony Fernandez

ST CHURCH CLEANING

9th May - Jenny Marino
16th May - Kate Skowronska

ST CHURCH FLOWERS
Parishioners

ST COUNTERS

5:00pm Libby Theodore
8.30am Marie Pekish
10.30am Volunteer

15th May
Trevis Yee & Ben Perera

This week Team 6:
Barry Silvester & Seng Chan
Next week Team 5:
Anico Yee & Wilson D’Souza
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WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER

All who are sick, especially Shirley Prabha, Helen MacKay, Frances
O’Donoghue, Kevin Ryan, Suzy Bookluck, Emilio Moreno Garcia, Agatha Wink,
Chris Leach, Dora Leung, Hazel Grealy, Josephine Alexander, Grace Dimattina,
Kit Bing Fan, Kathryn Holmes, Stewart Davis, Mark, Margaret Hayes,
Charmaine Bancroft, Marilene Japour, Paciencia Cabral and all those
parishioners unable to be among us this weekend.

All who have died, especially Eustace (Bill) Cole who died recently and for
those whose anniversaries occur about this time especially Pius Pereira, Palany
Arunasalem, Bob Barr, Joe Pinzone, Gladys Cleary, Rodrigo Hammett, Halina
Kawalevski, Spiro Saloumidis, Maria Mai Thi Ky, Marjory Hanley, Gilbert Galam,
Margaret Tosh, Robert Gardner, Carmel (Pat) Slavin, Joyce Verburgt, Kevin
Dridan, Salvatore Panettieri, Jack Hosking & Guido Roncolato.

May they rest in peace.

POPE LEQO’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY:

That everyone might have food. Let us pray that everyone, from large
producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to
ensure that everyone has access to quality food.

ROSTER SIGN-UP SHEETS AT ST LUKE’S: Can you offer your help to make our
parish Masses run smoothly? Sign-up sheets are available in the foyer at St
Luke’s for the next lot of rosters for readers, eucharistic ministers, slide
projector operators, procession of the gifts volunteers and welcomers. New
volunteers would be very welcome. Training can be provided if required.

PARISH & SCHOOL FETE: The next fete committee meeting will be held on
Thurs. 21st May at 7pm in St Luke’s school. We are currently asking all
parishioners and school families if they run a market stall and would like to
take part or have a business that would be interested in sponsoring our fete.
We are also looking for stall coordinators for our Pre-loved Books, Silent
Auction, Beer Garden/Wine & Cheese & BBQ stalls. Contact Sonya in the parish
office or email stlukesfete@gmail.com. More volunteers are very welcome to
join us, as many hands make light work!

PROJECT COMPASSION: Baskets are available on the altar of both churches
for parishioners to leave their Project Compassion boxes and donations.
Thanks for your generosity! Donations must be finalised by the end of May.

THE WONDER OF PENTECOST, A SACRED MUSIC CONCERT AT ST PETER’S:
Friday 22 May 2026 at 7pm at St Peter’s Catholic Church, 581 Toorak Road,
Toorak. BOOKING: trybooking.com/DJRJP

SET OF DOUBLE BUNKS & TRUNDLE BED AVAILABLE: Could you or someone
you know use a set of near new double bunk beds with mattresses and a
trundle bed in perfect condition? If so, please contact the parish office.

Resources ....

MELBOURNE CATHOLIC: The day a pope came to Altona North

MAIJELLAN MEDIA: Loving Our Mothers

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:
The First collection is for the priest and retired priests.
The Second collection is for parish expenses.

Please note that collection totals will no longer be published each week in
the newsletter. Presbytery and Church donations will be reported on a
monthly basis at all weekend Masses. To donate regularly via envelope,
credit card or bank account, please contact the parish office.

Parish Groups & Contacts
Volunteers and Rosters:
Kelvin & Susan Chen (ST),
Margaret Gearon (SL)

Baptism Preparation: Fr Alex

Parish Collection Preparers
ST: Barry Silvester &
Michael Kawalevski

Parish Safeguarding Committee
Fr Alex, Sonya O’Farrell,
Darren McLean & Janette Clark

Parish History
SL: Margaret Gearon

Parish Accountant
Bernard Negline

SL & ST: Hall Hire
Sonya O’Farrell @ 9877 2292

Church Sacristan
ST: Roster of Parishioners
SL: Greg Grant

Church Cleaning & Flowers
SL: Megan MclLean
ST: Susan Chen

Church Linen: SL: Beryl Chelliah

Parish Garden Maintenance
ST: Des Connors
SL: Darren Mclean

Parish Choirs
ST: Miguel llagan
SL: Fr Alex

Bible Timeline: Chris Lim

ALPHA: Lynda Kilroe-Smith

Young Adult Ministry:
Sarah Santilli & Jersy Soesanto

RCIA: David West

St Vincent de Paul Conference
For Assistance: 1800 305 330
(Monday to Friday 10am-3pm)
ST: John McCoy

SL: Margaret Gearon &

Steve Kilroe-Smith
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Entrance Antiphon: Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: The Lord
has freed his people, alleluia.

Response to the Psalm: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me will keep my words, and my Father will love them
and we will come to them. Alleluia!

Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come
again.

Communion Antiphon: If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord, and | will ask the Father and
he will send you another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

SACRAMENTAL DATES FOR 2026
LDREN’S L
CHILDREN'S LITURGY 2 o First Reconciliation - May 26™ & 27" from 3.30 to 5.30pm
ST TIMOTHY’S: Sunday 10" & 24" A5 ma "2 2 Confirmation - June 25" @ 6pm
May at the 10.30am Mass. - First Eucharist - August 1" @ 5pm
This will run on the 2™ and 4" = . - Parents of children who do ngt attgnd Catholic schogls
Ty are asked to contact the parish office asap to enrol in
Sundays of each month. 3 . .
: preparation sessions for any of the above sacraments.
ST LUKE’S: Family Mass will “'m on the 2nd Caritas Australia Lebanon Emergency Appeal
Saturday of each month starting from June 13th. The situation in Lebanon remains extremely fragile, and
civilians urgently need humanitarian support. More than 2,000
WEEKDAY MASSES FOR MAY peqple have .been I'<|Iled and over 1.1 m|II|on.peopIe displaced
. . nationwide, including more than 390,000 children. Our partners
Kindly note the following: Caritas Lebanon continue to deliver emergency food, water,
NO 9.15am morning Mass on shelter and health support across the country, malntalnlng
humanitarian convoys to hard-to-reach :
Wednesday 13th May or Thursday 14th May areas in southern Lebanon.
at St Timothy’s. Stand with the people of Lebanon today.

Learn more or make a donation today at

www.caritas.org.au/lebanon
CATHOLICCARE VICTORIA SUNDAY APPEAL

Thank you from CatholicCare Victoria

|

|

|

|

| CatholicCare Victoria is deeply grateful for the support of our parish during last week’s CatholicCare Victoria

| Sunday Appeal. The generosity of our parish community means that CatholicCare Victoria can continue their
I mission; to empower communities and building strength and resilience, to enable everyone to reach their full
| potential and live life to the full. Your compassion and generosity ensure individuals and families are

I supported with safe housing, practical assistance, and compassionate care as they rebuild their lives.

Thank you for helping open the door to safety, dignity and hope.

I : : : I

I F?r more !n.formatlonhatl).out Cat'hollcCare Victoria, 7 Cathollcca re
I please visit: www.catholiccarevic.org.au VICTORIA
|

|

|

|

|

You can still donate using the appeal envelope available in our parish, donate online at
www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967 2515. All gifts of $2 and above are tax deductible.
“For | was a stranger and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 25:35)

I |
a ”»
SYNOD CORNER R PARISH PILGRIMAGE
: : *2, MELBOURNE _— .
8. Synodality and priests % SYNOD Our pilgrims, following in the
TAKE THE WAY OF THE GOSPEL footsteps of St Paul, have
For priests, synodality is not an added burden but a way visited many places in Greece
of exercising ministry in communion. When priests foster and Turkiye and are now in
listening and participation, parishes become more alive, Rome. You can access their blog
missionary, and joyful. The priest presides at the by scanning this QR code:
Eucharist, but the whole community contributes to the
Church’s mission.
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The Holy Spirit will help you and

always be with you |

6th Sunday of Easter, Year A

Jesus loves us and asks us
to keep his commandments.
Name some of the
commandments?

The Spirit will
show you what
is true

Answer the following questions True or False

The Holy Spirit helps us to love God and to love others.
Draw a picture of someone you love.

Jesus only loves those
who do good deeds.

The Holy Spirit is
always with us.

God sent the Holy Spirit
to help the disciples.

Jesus said “You should
not love your enemies”.

The disciples received the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

Jn 14:15-21 © Creative Ministry Resources 2005



Grant, almighty God,

that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion these days of joy,
which we keep in honour of the risen Lord,

and that what we relive in remembrance

we may always hold to in what we do.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

For five weeks, we have been celebrating the liturgy in the radiance of Easter joy. Those who were
initiated into the Church at the Easter Vigil have been settling into the life-long pattern of belonging to the
Christian community. In a couple of weeks, the Easter season draws to a close with the feast of Pentecost. It
might be good to reflect on the support that newly-baptised Christians need at this moment. Perhaps
Pentecost will be time for a celebratory gathering. Perhaps it is time to draw them into liturgical ministry so
that they can help with reading, music, communion or hospitality.

The Ascension of the Lord (celebrated on a Thursday in countries where it can be kept as a holy day) will
be celebrated in Australia next Sunday. Already in today’s gospel there is a foreshadowing firstly of the
Ascension, as Jesus promises not to leave us orphans, and secondly of Pentecost, as Jesus promises to send
the Holy Spirit.

clo Sundny Peadings ¢ Reflections @) LITURGY



A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
8:5-8, 14-17

Philip went o a Samaritan town and proclaimed the
Christ to them. The people united in welcoming the
message Philip preached, either because they had
heard of the miracles he worked or because they
saw them for themselves. There were, for example,
unclean spirits that came shrieking out of many who
were possessed, and several paralytics and cripples
were cured. As a result there was great rejoicing in
that town.

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and
John to them, and they went down there, and prayed
for the Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, for as
yet he had not come down on any of them: they had
only been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Then they laid hands on them, and they received the
Holy Spirit.

Ps 65:1-7, 16, 20
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

Responsorial Psalm

or
R. Alleluia.

Cry out with joy to God all the earth, O sing to the
glory of his name. O render him glorious praise. Say
to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds! R.

‘Before you all the earth shall bow; shall sing to you,
sing to your name!’ Come and see the works of God,
tremendous his deeds among men. R.

He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through
the river dry-shod. Let our joy then be in him; he rules
for ever by his might. R.

Come and hear, all who fear God. | will tell what he
did for my soul: Blessed be God who did not reject
my prayer nor withhold his love from me. R.

_gunﬁ/ﬂg @eﬂﬁfmgs & @eﬂecﬁcng

First Reading

Stephen has been stoned to death and a great
persecution of Christians began in Jerusalem. The
Christian leaders scatter to continue their ministry
elsewhere. Philip, one of the seven appointed with
Stephen, went to Samaria and was warmly
welcomed. He was soon followed by Peter and
John. The locals rejoice when they witness the
healing power of the gospel. Many are baptised
and, through the laying-on of hands, receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.

Ironically, persecution and violence have not had
the effect of repressing the mission but of helping
it spread. This is good news that a reader can
gladly and confidently proclaim.

Note that it would be anachronistic to interpret
this passage as though it described the Catholic
sacraments of baptism and confirmation (their
development took centuries). The relationship
between water baptism, the laying-on of hands,
and the gift of the Holy Spirit is complex in the
Acts of the Apostles.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 65/66 picks up the ‘great rejoicing’ of the
Samaritan town. It also acclaims God’s
tremendous deeds which were so clearly manifest
in the ministry of Philip. It is a most suitable
response to the first reading.

The cantor/reader can proclaim this psalm
strongly and positively. Recognise the regular
imperatives at the start of many lines: Cry out, O
sing, O render, Say, Come and see, Come and
hear... They will help to make the psalm crisp and
direct.

@ LITURGY

PUBLICATIONS



A reading from the first letter of St Peter
3:15-18

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always
have your answer ready for people who ask you the
reason for the hope that you all have. But give it with
courtesy and respect and with a clear conscience, so
that those who slander you when you are living a
good life in Christ may be proved wrong in the
accusations that they bring. And if it is the will of
God that you should suffer, it is better to suffer for
doing right than for doing wrong.

Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had
died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to
God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he
was raised to life.

A reading from the holy Gospel

according to John 14:15-21

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘If you love me you will keep my
commandments. | shall ask the Father, and he
will give you another Advocate to be with
you for ever, that Spirit of truth whom the
world can never receive since it neither sees
nor knows him; but you know him, because he
is with you, he is in you. | will not leave your
orphans; | will come back to you. In a short
time the world will no longer see me; but you
will see me, because | live and you will live.
On that day you will understand that | am in
my Father and you in me and | in you.
Anybody who receives my commandments
and keeps them will be one who loves me;
and anybody who loves me will be loved by
my Father, and | shall love him and show
myself to him.

_gunﬁ/ﬂg @eﬂﬁfmgs & @eﬂecﬁcng

Second Reading

Peter’s sound and solid advice is just as relevant
for Christians now as it ever was. Today, whether
face to face or on social media, believers and
their Christian values are often rejected.
Recognise that Christ is with you, says Peter; be
ready to give an account of your faith and hope.
But defend your positions with courtesy and
respect. Let your wholesome way of life prove
you right, even if it should bring you suffering. If
this is the case, Peter points out, you will be united
with Christ!

Today, it still sounds fresh. It is a message of
peace in what is often an angry space. Readers
should try to convey the wisdom and
reasonableness of Peter’s advice.

Gospel

This text follows on from last Sunday’s gospel. It is
a part of Jesus’ long and tender farewell to his
disciples which the Gospel of John sets at the Last
Supper.

He is saying goodbye to them but promises that
he will not leave them orphans. As risen Lord in
the Holy Spirit, he will remain with them forever.
The text plays with the idea of ‘seeing’. They will
no longer see with their eyes; instead they will see
with the heart because they love him. To love
Christ is to know him because God is love. Jesus
repeats what he said in last week’s gospel — | am
in my Father — but broadens it now to include the
disciples... | am in my Father, and you in me and |
in you. All are one in love.

In the context of the Easter season, we hear Jesus
speaking about his resurrection and his enduring
presence with us in the Holy Spirit. It should be
read as a quiet meditation.

@ LITURGY

PUBLICATIONS



Solemn Blessing (Easter Time)

May God, who by the Resurrection of his Only Begotten Son
was pleased to confer on us

the gift of redemption and of adoption,

give us gladness by his blessing.

Amen.

May he, by whose redeeming work

we have received the gift of everlasting freedom,
make us heirs to an eternal inheritance.

Amen.

And may we, who have already risen with Christ
in Baptism through faith,

by living in a right manner on this earth,

be united with him in the homeland of heaven.
Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
come down on us and remain with us for ever.
Amen.

(Adapted from the Solemn Blessing for Easter Time, Roman Missal p. 712)

cz Sundny Peadlings & Reflections €M) LITURGY



Alpha @ StLuke’s
Blackburn South
Starting April 30" 2026
Thursdays 7 - 9 PM

Alphais a safe space to explorelife,
purpose and the Christian faith, ask

questions, and share your point of view.

Alphais free and everyoneis welcome.

alpha.org.au

Scan to signup !




St Luke the Evangelist
Blackburn South

We are Taking Enrolments for All Year Levels

Book in for an Open Morning or a Personal Tour

memmm St Luke the Evangelist Primary School Blackburn South
9877 4023 | www.slblackburnsth.catholic.edu.au

ccccccccccccccc
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	A prayer for the month of November

	BlkFor Bulletin 15 March.pdf
	St Luke the Evangelist, Blackburn South & St Timothy’s, Forest Hill
	ONE MISSION, TWO CHURCHES
	The Journey Home Fourth Sunday of Lent, Year A - 15th March 2026
	Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13, Psalm 22(23), Ephesians 5:8-14 GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-41
	Meditation: Do you recognize the light of God's truth and power in your life? God wants  to remove every obstacle that might hinder us from recognizing the light of his truth and  wisdom for our lives. Saul, the first king of Israel, failed to recognize God's light and power  to save him from his enemies. God replaced Saul with David, the youngest of Jesse's eight  sons (1 Samuel 16). God saw something in David which Jesse and his other sons did not  recognize - a man after God's own heart who delighted in doing what was pleasing to the  Lord (1 Samuel 13:14). David was a man of courage and vision who defeated his  enemies and united his people. His strength and success came not from himself but from  God who anointed him with the power and wisdom of his own Spirit. What can keep us  from the light of God's truth, wisdom, and strength for our lives? Sin blinds us and causes  us to stumble and fall - unable to rise on our own or to walk in the freedom of God's love  and truth. Sin clouds the mind in moral confusion, and it grows in darkness and resists the  light of  God's truth. Only God's light can uncover the darkness of sin and free us to walk in the path of holiness and peace with God.
	The light of the world: When the disciples saw a man who had been blind from birth, they asked Jesus what kind of sin had caused this blindness. The Jews had understood that many infirmities were the result of human folly and sin. While sin can lead to physical, mental, and spiritual infirmities, not all sickness is the direct result of sin. Sickness can befall us for a variety of reasons. Jesus answered that God had allowed this infirmity for a greater purpose which God wanted to demonstrate as a sign of his presence and power. Jesus then made a claim which only God could rightfully make. Jesus stated unequivocally, I am the light of the world (John 9:5). In so many words Jesus was saying that he is the one true source of power and light which sustains life and overcomes the darkness of sin, confusion, and spiritual blindness. Jesus' mighty works - his miraculous signs - confirmed the truth of his message and claim to divine authority and equality with his Father in heaven. One of his greatest signs was the healing of a man who had been blind from birth.
	Healing of man born blind: When Jesus approached the blind man he first awakened hope in him - the hope which God offers those who seek his help. Jesus then did something quite remarkable for the blind man, both to identify with this man's misery and to draw expectant faith in him as well. Jesus touched the man's eyes with his own spittle mixed with dirt and bid him to wash in the Pool of Siloam which was close to the Temple. This pool of fresh flowing water was one of the landmarks of the city of Jerusalem. It's source came from the Gihon spring located in the valley outside the walls of Jerusalem. This pool was likely used as a ceremonial bath of purification for people who were going up to the Temple to worship. On the yearly feast of Tabernacles, one of the priests brought a golden pitcher of water from this pool and poured it out over the altar in the temple while reciting from the verse, "You will draw water from the wells of salvation" (Isaiah 12:3). What is the significance of the healing of the blind man at the Pool of Siloam? It is certainly more than just a miraculous event. It is a "sign" that points to the source of the miraculous life-giving water which Jesus offers through the gift and work of the Holy Spirit (John 7:38). Do you want the Holy Spirit to pour out on you his renewing power of faith, vision, and healing love? The Pharisees were upset with Jesus' miracle on two counts. First, he healed the blind man on the Sabbath, which they considered a serious violation of the command to rest on the Sabbath. Second, how could a "sinner" and a "sabbath-breaker" do such a marvelous work of God! The man who claimed to have been healed by Jesus must not have really been blind to begin with! Contrary to this false charge, the fact of this man's blindness was well known to many people, including the parents who testified under oath that he had indeed been blind since birth. The prejudice of the religious leaders made them blind to God's intention for the Sabbath (to do good rather than evil) and to Jesus' claim to be the One sent from the Father in heaven to bring freedom and light to his people. The Jewish leaders tried to intimidate both this cured man and his parents by threatening to exclude them from membership in the synagogue - the local congregation of the worshiping community of Jews. This man was shunned by the religious authorities because he believed that Jesus healed him and was the Messiah.
	Freedom from spiritual blindness: Do you allow any blind-spots to blur your vision of what God is offering you and asking of you? The Lord Jesus is ever ready to heal us and to free us from the darkness of sin and deception. There is no sickness, whether physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual that the Lord Jesus does not identify with. Isaiah prophesied that the "Suffering Servant" would be bruised for our iniquities and by his stripes we would be healed (Isaiah 53:5). The Lord offers us freedom from spiritual blindness due to sin and he restores us to wholeness of body, mind, soul, and heart.
	Office (for both Churches): 17 Stevens Road Forest Hill Vic 3133 (St Timothy’s) Parish Office tel: 03 9412 8499; Presbytery tel: 03 9877 2292 St Luke the Evangelist, 46 Orchard Grove, Blackburn South Email: foresthill@cam.org.au | Web: sttimothys.org.au / Email: blackburnsouth@cam.org.au | Web: blackburnsouth.org.au
	Parish Priest Fr Alex Chow
	Parish Secretary Sonya O’Farrell Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 10am – 2pm ======== SUNDAY MASS Saturday Vigil: 5pm (SL)
	Sunday: 8:30am (SL)
	10:30am (ST)
	----------- WEEKDAY MASSES Tues. 6:30pm (SL) Wed. 9.15am (ST) 1st Wed Mass of Anointing @10am  Thurs. 9.15am (ST) Fri. 9.15am(SL*),        6.30pm (ST) Sat. 9.15am (SL*)
	*Rosary after Mass
	RECONCILIATION SL: Tues 5:30 - 6:10pm        Sat 9:45 - 10:15am       Sat 4:30 - 4:50pm     ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:10pm -----------
	EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT & EVENING PRAYER SL: Tues  5:30 - 6:30pm ST: Fri     5:30 - 6:30pm                    -----------
	HOSPITALITY AFTER MASS AT ST. LUKE’S Second weekend of each month - bring a plate to share (optional)
	YOUNG ADULT GROUP - Saturday 21st March @11am, Lenten pilgrimage to the Our Lady of Victories of Victories Basilica in Camberwell
	30 APRIL 2026 Thinking about life, purpose, and what really matters. If you’re asking  big questions about faith or simply curious — you are very welcome.  ALPHA Australian Edition, ALPHA Chinese Mandarin (adults) and ALPHA Youth (ages 13–17) offer a relaxed, no-pressure space to connect with others, enjoy a free dinner, watch engaging short videos, and have honest conversations about life and faith. Come as you are, bring your questions, and see where the conversation leads. No pressure, no strings attached.
	Email us at Alphastlukesbbs@gmail.com or register your interest via the QR code  We’d love to see you at Alpha!
	Next Week’s Daily Readings 16  - 22 Mar
	MONDAY Mar 16 Is 65:17-21 Ps 29:2, 4-6, 11-13 Jn 4:43-54
	TUESDAY Mar 17 Jer1:4-9  Ps 116 Acts 13:46-49 Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 ST PATRICK,bishop
	WEDNESDAY Mar 18 Is 49:8-15  Ps 144:8-9, 13-14, 17-18 Jn 5:17-30
	THURSDAY Mar 19 2 Sam 7:4-5, 12-14, 16 Ps 88:2-5, 27, 29 Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22 Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24 ST JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
	FRIDAY Mar 20 Wis 2:1, 12-22 Ps 33:16, 18, 19-21, 23 Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
	SATURDAY Mar 21 Jer 11:18-20 Ps 7:2-3, 9-12 Jn 7:40-52
	SUNDAY Mar 22 Ezek 37:12-14  Ps 129: Rom 8:8-11 Jn 11:1-45


	FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
	ALTAR SERVING MINISTRY Are you interested in assisting as an altar server? If so, or if you have any questions about this ministry, please contact Chris Lim on 0419 470 267



	SL CHURCH CLEANING 9th Mar – Val’s Team Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty, Anthony Fernandez, Maureen Davis & Ellen DonoghueMINISTERS OF THE WORD
	MINISTERS OF THE WORD
	14 and 15 MAR
	21 and 22 MAR
	Marg Yore  Lucas Thong Sarah Ahmed
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST


	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST

	SLIDE OPERATORS
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST
	SL WELCOMERS 14 - 15 Mar 5pm Libby Theodore 8.30am Margaret Gearon 10.30am Volunteer
	SL WELCOMERS 21 - 22 Mar  5:00pm Volunteer 8.30am Marie Pekish 10.30am Volunteer
	SL CHURCH CLEANING 4th April - Megan’s team Megan McLean, Janette Clark, Maureen Davis & Quyen Nguyen
	ST CHURCH CLEANING 20th March  Liliana Restrepo & Jackie Kha
	Lucy Ferris Melina Barcellona Anico Yee
	Choir David Prabha Lee Min Yee
	SL CHURCH FLOWERS No flowers for Lent
	ST CHURCH FLOWERS No flowers for Lent
	ST COUNTERS This week Team 6: Barry Silvester & Chris Lim Next week Team 7: Fela Colasanti & Chin L Tay
	Lucy Ferris  Shirley Prabha Anne Lim
	Corey Thong Beryl Chelliah Chin L Tay
	Choir Rosemary Donaldson Manny Gonzalez


	WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
	Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. Response to the Psalm: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Gospel Acclamation: Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of life. Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. Communion Antiphon: The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, I saw and I believed in God.

	HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
	PALM SUNDAY:  05:00pm    Vigil Mass at St Luke’s (28/3) 08.30am    Mass at St Luke’s (29/3) 10.30am    Mass at St Timothy’s (29/3)
	HOLY THURSDAY: 7.30pm at St Timothy’s (2/4) followed by Adoration and Night Prayer ‘til 9:30pm
	GOOD FRIDAY: 10.30am Stations of the Cross at St Timothy’s (3/4) 03:00pm Passion of our Lord at St Luke’s (3/4) followed by Confession (till 5:30pm)
	EASTER VIGIL: 7.30pm at St Luke’s (4/4)
	EASTER SUNDAY:  08.30am* Mass at St Luke’s (5/4) 10.30am* Mass at St Timothy’s (5/4)  *Hot cross buns, tea & coffee after mass
	MERCY NIGHT
	St Luke the Evangelist Church   Tues. 24  March 2026
	6:30pm        Mass   7pm to        Adoration &   8:30pm      Reconciliation
	Come, reflect and experience an evening of God’s merciful and forgiving love in the God’s presence and Sacrament of Reconciliation.
	(Note: NO 5:30pm Holy Hour on this date)


	“SYNOD CORNER”
	1. What is a Synod?
	A Synod is a moment when the Church deliberately pauses to listen, pray, and discern together. It is not simply a meeting or a conference, but a spiritual process rooted in faith that the Holy Spirit continues to guide the Church today. In a Synod, we ask not only “What do we think?” but more importantly, “What is God asking of us at this moment in our mission?”



	BlkFor Bulletin 22 Mar.pdf
	St Luke the Evangelist, Blackburn South & St Timothy’s, Forest Hill
	ONE MISSION, TWO CHURCHES
	The Journey Home Fifth Sunday of Lent, Year A - 22nd March 2026
	Parish Priest Fr Alex Chow
	Parish Secretary Sonya O’Farrell Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 10am – 2pm ======== SUNDAY MASS Saturday Vigil: 5pm (SL)
	Sunday: 8:30am (SL)
	10:30am (ST)
	*Rosary after Mass
	----------- WEEKDAY MASSES Tues. 6:30pm (SL) Wed. 9.15am (ST) 1st Wed Mass of Anointing @10am  Thurs. 9.15am (ST) Fri. 9.15am(SL*),        6.30pm (ST) Sat. 9.15am (SL*)
	RECONCILIATION SL: Tues 5:30 - 6:10pm        Sat 9:45 - 10:15am       Sat 4:30 - 4:50pm     ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:10pm -----------
	EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT & EVENING PRAYER SL: Tues  5:30 - 6:30pm ST: Fri     5:30 - 6:30pm                    -----------
	HOSPITALITY AFTER MASS AT ST. LUKE’S Second weekend of each month - bring a plate to share (optional)
	YOUNG ADULT GROUP - Saturday 21st March @11am, Lenten pilgrimage to the Our Lady of Victories Basilica in Camberwell
	30 APRIL 2026 Thinking about life, purpose, and what really matters. If you’re asking  big questions about faith or simply curious — you are very welcome.  ALPHA Australian Edition, ALPHA Chinese Mandarin (adults) and ALPHA Youth (ages 13–17) offer a relaxed, no-pressure space to connect with others, enjoy a free dinner, watch engaging short videos, and have honest conversations about life and faith. Come as you are, bring your questions, and see where the conversation leads. No pressure, no strings attached.
	Email us at Alphastlukesbbs@gmail.com or register your interest via the QR code  We’d love to see you at Alpha!
	Next Week’s Daily Readings 23  - 29 Mar
	MONDAY Mar 23 Dan 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 Ps 22 Jn 8:1-11
	TUESDAY Mar 24 Num 21:4-9  Ps 101:2-3, 16-21 Jn 8:21-30
	WEDNESDAY Mar 25 Is 7:10-14, 8:10:  Ps 39:7-11 Heb 10:4-10 Lk 1:26-38 The ANNUNCIATION of the LORD
	THURSDAY Mar 26 Gen 17:3-9 Ps 104:4-9 Jn 8:51-59
	FRIDAY Mar 27 Jer 20:10-13 Ps 17:2-7: Jn 10:31-42
	SATURDAY Mar 28 Ezek 37:21-28  Jer 31:10-13 Jn 11:45-56
	SUNDAY Mar 29 Entrance: Mt 21:1-11  Is 50:4-7 Ps 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24  Phil 2:6-11 Mt 26:14 - 27:66

	PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION of the Lord
	ALTAR SERVING MINISTRY Are you interested in assisting as an altar server? If so, or if you have any questions about this ministry, please contact Chris Lim on 0419 470 267



	SL CHURCH CLEANING 9th Mar – Val’s Team Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty, Anthony Fernandez, Maureen Davis & Ellen DonoghueMINISTERS OF THE WORD
	MINISTERS OF THE WORD
	21 and 22 MAR
	28 and 29 MAR
	Olive Hammill & Godfrey Thong  Steve Kilroe-Smith & Beryl Chelliah Trevis Yee & Sarah Ahmed
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST


	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST

	SLIDE OPERATORS
	Val Gardiner Lynda Kilroe-Smith Pat Kawalevski
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST
	SL WELCOMERS 21 - 22 Mar 5pm Volunteer 8.30am Marie Pekish 10.30am Volunteer
	SL WELCOMERS 28 - 29 Mar  5:00pm John Ryan 8.30am Janette Clark 10.30am Volunteer
	Choir Megan McLean Manny Gonzalez
	SL CHURCH FLOWERS No flowers for Lent
	ST CHURCH FLOWERS No flowers for Lent
	ST COUNTERS This week Team 7: Fela Colasanti & Chin L Tay Next week Team 8: Sarah Ahmed & Ann Abrero
	SL CHURCH CLEANING 4th April - Megan’s team Megan McLean, Janette Clark, Maureen Davis & Quyen Nguyen
	ST CHURCH CLEANING 27th March  Susan Chen & Joelle Roussety
	Marg Yore  Lucas Thong Sarah Ahmed
	Lucy Ferris Melina Barcellona Anico Yee
	Choir David Prabha Lee Min Yee


	WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
	Resources ....
	Entrance Antiphon: Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength. Response to the Psalm: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. Gospel Acclamation: Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever believes in me will not die for ever. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. Communion Antiphon: Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever, says the Lord.

	CHILDREN’S LITURGY
	ST TIMOTHY’S: Sunday 22nd March at the 10.30am Mass.  This will run on the 2nd and 4th  Sundays of each month.
	ST LUKE’S: Saturday 11th April at the 5pm Mass. This will run on the 2nd Saturday of each month.


	HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
	PALM SUNDAY:  05:00pm    Vigil Mass at St Luke’s (28/3) 08.30am    Mass at St Luke’s (29/3) 10.30am    Mass at St Timothy’s (29/3)
	HOLY THURSDAY: 7.30pm at St Timothy’s (2/4) followed by Adoration and Night Prayer to 9:30pm
	GOOD FRIDAY: 10.30am Stations of the Cross at St Timothy’s (3/4) 03:00pm Passion of our Lord at St Luke’s (3/4) followed by Confession (until 5:30pm)
	EASTER VIGIL: 7.30pm at St Luke’s (4/4)
	EASTER SUNDAY:  08.30am* Mass at St Luke’s (5/4) 10.30am* Mass at St Timothy’s (5/4)  *Hot cross buns, tea & coffee after mass
	MERCY NIGHT
	St Luke the Evangelist Church   Tues. 24  March 2026
	6:30pm        Mass   7pm to        Adoration &   8:30pm      Reconciliation
	Come, reflect and experience an evening of God’s merciful and forgiving love in the God’s presence and Sacrament of Reconciliation.
	(Note: NO 5:30pm Holy Hour on this date)


	“SYNOD CORNER”
	2. Where does the word “Synod” come from?
	The word Synod comes from the Greek syn-hodos, meaning “walking together on the road.” This reminds us that the Christian life is never meant to be lived alone. Faith is a shared journey, where we support one another, listen to one another, and discern together how best to follow Christ.



	BlkFor Bulletin 29 Mar.pdf
	St Luke the Evangelist, Blackburn South & St Timothy’s, Forest Hill
	ONE MISSION, TWO CHURCHES
	Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord Year A - 29th March 2026
	Isaiah 50:4-7, Psalm 21(22), Philippians 2:6-11  GOSPEL READING: Matthew 26:14-27:66
	Meditation: Lord God, I meditate today on the Passion of your Son  and his trial before Caiaphas. I am moved to tears as I contemplate  what he suffered on account of my sins and those of my brothers  and sisters. I thank you for sending him to redeem me and release  me, through his passion and death, from the slavery to sin and the  fear of death.
	The High Priest Tore His Robes: When the high priest tore his robes at Jesus’ night time trial, it was a moment of outrage or sorrow.  We see this in the Old Testament. When Reuben, the firstborn son  of Jacob, returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was no longer in the pit, he tore his clothes at the loss of his brother (Genesis 37:29).  When Elijah was taken up into heaven, his disciple, Elisha, tore his clothes at the loss of his mentor (2 Kings 2:12). But there might be something deeper going on. In Numbers 20:26-28, Moses defrocked the high priest Aaron on top of Mount Hor and transferred the high priesthood tohis son, Eleazar. Furthermore, the Law of Moses forbade the high priest to tear his sacred vestments (Leviticus 10:6; 21:10). Taken together, we can discern the transfer of the high priesthood from Caiaphas to Jesus, the true and eternal high priest. The high priesthood was stripped from Caiaphas, who tore his priestly garment, and given to Jesus, who wore a seamless garment (John19:23; Leviticus 16:4; 21:10).
	The Revelation of the Son of Man: When Jesus was asked about his identity at his trial, he chose to reveal himself not only as the “Christ” and “Son of God” but also as the “Son of Man.” All three titles have some ambiguity to them. The title “Christ” simply meant an “anointed one.” Priests, prophets, and kings were all anointed. But it could also refer to the long-awaited Messiah and royal Son of David – the Christ that prophets such as Isaiah and Daniel prophesied would come to establish justice, liberate the people of God, and lead a new Exodus. The title “son of God” could mean either an angel or a king who, by the covenant with David, was an adopted “son of God.” But when Jesus claims he is the only-begotten “Son of God,” he doesn’t mean that he is an angel or merely a king. He is the eternally begotten divine Son, who is one with God the Father. Finally, the title, “son of man,” could simply mean that he is a human being, a “son of Adam.” But the way Jesus uses it is in reference to a prophecy of Daniel, which speaks about “one like a son of man” who receives power, authority, and kingship from God, the Ancient of Days. The “Son of Man” is the title Jesus prefers to refer to himself because it means that he is both human and divine and that he has been sent by God the Father to establish the Kingdom of God on earth.
	Peter’s Denial: While Jesus is inside on trial, Peter is outside, in the high priest’s courtyard, and he, in a sense, is put on trial. Unlike Jesus, who, under oath, answers truthfully about his person and mission, Peter denies three times, and the third time under oath, that he was a disciple of Jesus or even knew Jesus. Jesus didn’t flinch from the truth when he was struck across the face. Peter flinched just because someone called out his Galilean accent. As Jesus stood and endured persecution, punches, spitting, and slaps across the face, Peter was warming his hands by a fire and denying that he knew the man he had followed faithfully for three years. While Jesus was led out, bound, to be handed over to the Roman governor, Peter fled from those who accused him of being one of Jesus’ disciples. However, Peter will repent from his denials of Jesus, and will testify to Jesus over the course of several decades, and ultimately give his life for his Lord and teacher, the Son of God, the Christ, and the Son of Man.
	Conversing with Christ: Lord Jesus, I kneel before your Cross today and revere you on the Cross. You loved me to the end and suffered for my sins. I unite my life and all that I am to you, asking that you transform my simple offering and present it in a worthy and pleasing way to God the Father.
	Living the Word of God: How can I embrace suffering and sacrifice this Holy Week? What time will I dedicate to prayer and liturgy this week? How am I called to take up my cross today?
	Office (for both Churches): 17 Stevens Road Forest Hill Vic 3133 (St Timothy’s) Parish Office tel: 03 9412 8499; Presbytery tel: 03 9877 2292 St Luke the Evangelist, 46 Orchard Grove, Blackburn South Email: foresthill@cam.org.au | Web: sttimothys.org.au / Email: blackburnsouth@cam.org.au | Web: blackburnsouth.org.au
	Parish Priest Fr Alex Chow
	Parish Secretary Sonya O’Farrell Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 10am – 2pm ======== SUNDAY MASS Saturday Vigil: 5pm (SL)
	Sunday: 8:30am (SL)
	10:30am (ST)
	----------- WEEKDAY MASSES Tues. 6:30pm (SL) Wed. 9.15am (ST) 1st Wed Mass of Anointing @10am  Thurs.  Fri.


	Sat.
	RECONCILIATION SL: Tues 5:30 - 6:10pm
	EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT & EVENING PRAYER SL: Tues  5:30 - 6:30pm
	HOSPITALITY AFTER MASS AT ST. LUKE’S Second weekend of each month - bring a plate to share (optional)
	YOUNG ADULT GROUP - Wednesday 15th April @ 7pm at St Luke’s Presbytery LEGION OF MARY -  Friday 10th April @ 10.30am at St Luke’s Parish Hall Kitchen
	30 APRIL 2026 Thinking about life, purpose, and what really matters. If you’re asking  big questions about faith or simply curious — you are very welcome.  ALPHA Australian Edition, ALPHA Chinese Mandarin (adults) and ALPHA Youth (ages 13–17) offer a relaxed, no-pressure space to connect with others, enjoy a free dinner, watch engaging short videos, and have honest conversations about life and faith. Come as you are, bring your questions, and see where the conversation leads. No pressure, no strings attached.
	Email us at Alphastlukesbbs@gmail.com or register your interest via the QR code  We’d love to see you at Alpha!
	Next Week’s Daily Readings 30 Mar - 5 Apr
	MONDAY Mar 30 Is 42:1-7 Ps 26:1-3, 13-14 Jn 12:1-11
	TUESDAY Mar 31 Is 49:1-6  Ps 70:1-6, 15, 17 Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
	WEDNESDAY Apr 1 Is 50:4-9:  Ps 68:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34 Mt 26:14-25
	THURSDAY APR 2 Ex 12:1-8, 11-14 Ps 115:12-13, 15-18: 1 Cor 11:23-26   Jn 13:1-1 THURSDAY of the LORD’S SUPPER
	FRIDAY APR 3 Is 52:13-52: Ps 30:3, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25 Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9 Jn 18:1 - 19:42 FRIDAY of the PASSION of the LORD
	SATURDAY APR 4 Gen 1:1 - 2:2: Ps 103:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12-14, 24, 35: Ex 14:15 - 15:1: Ex 15:1-6, 17-18 Is 55:1-11 Is 12:2-6 Ezek 36:16-28 Ps 41:3, 5; 42:3, 4   Mt 28:1-10 HOLY SATURDAY
	SUNDAY APR 5 Acts 10:34, 37-43 Ps 117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 Col3:1-4": Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 SUNDAY of the RESURRECTION
	ALTAR SERVING MINISTRY Are you interested in assisting as an altar server? If so, or if you have any questions about this ministry, please contact Chris Lim on 0419 470 267



	SL CHURCH CLEANING 9th Mar – Val’s Team Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty, Anthony Fernandez, Maureen Davis & Ellen DonoghueMINISTERS OF THE WORD
	MINISTERS OF THE WORD
	28 and 29 MAR
	4 and 5 APR
	See separate Easter Roster on  back page
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST


	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST

	SLIDE OPERATORS
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST
	SL WELCOMERS 28 - 29 Mar 5pm John Ryan 8.30am Janette Clark 10.30am Volunteer
	SL WELCOMERS 4 - 5 Apr  5:00pm John Ryan 8.30am Janette Clark 10.30am Volunteer
	See separate Easter Roster on  back page
	7.30pm - Choir Paul Tierney Lee Min Yee
	SL CHURCH FLOWERS Easter: Kate Skowronska
	ST CHURCH FLOWERS Easter: Parishioners
	ST COUNTERS This week Team 8: Sarah Ahmed & Ann Abrero Next week Team 1: Raj Fonn & Harin Perera
	Olive Hammill, Marg Yore & Lucy Ferris  Steve Kilroe-Smith & Beryl Chelliah Trevis Yee & Sarah Ahmed
	Val Gardiner Lynda Kilroe-Smith Pat Kawalevski
	Choir Megan McLean Manny Gonzalez
	SL CHURCH CLEANING 4th April - Megan’s team Megan McLean, Janette Clark, Maureen Davis & Quyen Nguyen
	ST CHURCH CLEANING 3rd April  Susan Chen & Isaac Cheng


	WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
	Resources ....
	Entrance Antiphon: Six days before the Passover, when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem, the children ran to meet him; in their hands they carried palm branches and with a loud voice cried out: * Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! Response to the Psalm: My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? Gospel Acclamation: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! Christ became obedient for us even to death, dying on the cross. Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name above all other names. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. Communion Antiphon: Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it, your will be done.

	CHILDREN’S LITURGY
	ST TIMOTHY’S: Sunday 12th April at the 10.30am Mass.  This will run on the 2nd and 4th  Sundays of each month.
	ST LUKE’S: Saturday 11th April at the 5pm Mass. This will run on the 2nd Saturday of each month.
	TENEBRAE         A Liturgy of Shadows            Before the Light
	Tenebrae is a powerful Holy Week  liturgy that draws us into Christ’s  Passion through Scripture, chant,  and striking symbolism.
	You are invited to:  • Sit with the reality of suffering and sin  • Reflect deeply on Jesus’ Passion  • Enter the tension between darkness and hope
	Meditate on the Cost of the redemption of the world and experience the weight of the Cross.
	Friday 3 April 2026, 7.30pm, St Patrick Cathedral, East Melbourne
	GOOD FRIDAY:  3pm Passion of our Lord at St Luke’s (3/4) followed by Confession (until 5:30pm) Readers - Lucy Ferris, Michael Ballek & Margaret Gearon Eucharistic Ministers - Marg Yore, Anico Yee & Kana Chelliah


	VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
	Our local conference of St Vincent  de Paul, Blackburn South is currently  looking for people to help with visits,  updating the database, bread run  (pick up and distribution), purchasing  food trips, drivers & voucher control.  Many tasks have no more than a one hour commitment per week.
	If you are interested please contact Steve 0458 673 514 or Margaret 0409 807 135 (or email margaret.gearon@svdp-vic.com.au).  New members are always very welcome!


	“SYNOD CORNER”
	3. Synodality is not new
	Synodality is not a modern invention. From the earliest days of the Church, Christians gathered to pray, listen, and discern together. In the Acts of the Apostles, the Church faced difficult questions and resolved them not through power struggles, but through prayer, dialogue, and trust in the  Holy Spirit.



	BlkFor Bulletin 5 Apr.pdf
	St Luke the Evangelist, Blackburn South & St Timothy’s, Forest Hill
	ONE MISSION, TWO CHURCHES
	Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord Year A - 5th April 2026
	JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN. WISHIING YOU A BLESSED & JOY FILLED EASTER.
	Next Week’s Daily Readings 6 Apr - 12 Apr
	The Octave of Easter
	SECOND SUNDAY of EASTER (or of Divine Mercy)


	SL CHURCH CLEANING 9th Mar – Val’s Team Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty, Anthony Fernandez, Maureen Davis & Ellen DonoghueMINISTERS OF THE WORD
	MINISTERS OF THE WORD
	4 and 5 APR
	11 and 12 APR

	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
	SLIDE OPERATORS

	WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
	Resources ....
	Entrance Antiphon: I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia. You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia. Response to the Psalm: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; let us feast with joy in the Lord. Alleluia! Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. Communion Antiphon: Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia; therefore let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia.
	CHILDREN’S LITURGY
	ST TIMOTHY’S: Sunday 12th April at the 10.30am Mass.  This will run on the 2nd and 4th  Sundays of each month.
	ST LUKE’S: Saturday 11th April at the 5pm Mass. This will run on the 2nd Saturday of each month.

	CONGRATULATIONS!
	We warmly welcome our candidates and catechumens who have been journeying since last October and will become full members of the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil Mass this weekend.


	Isaac Chen
	Andrew Fowler
	Cara Fowler
	Dewen Ling
	Graeme Robertson
	Building the Synodal Way Together
	VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
	Our local conference of St Vincent  de Paul, Blackburn South is currently  looking for people to help with visits,  updating the database, bread run  (pick up and distribution), purchasing  food trips, drivers & voucher control.  Many tasks have no more than a one hour commitment per week.
	If you are interested please contact Steve 0458 673 514 or Margaret 0409 807 135 (or email margaret.gearon@svdp-vic.com.au).  New members are always very welcome!



	“SYNOD CORNER”
	4. A Synod is not a parliament


	BlkFor Bulletin 12 Apr.pdf
	St Luke the Evangelist, Blackburn South & St Timothy’s, Forest Hill
	ONE MISSION, TWO CHURCHES
	Second Sunday of Easter  Year A - 12th April 2026
	JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN. WISHIING YOU A BLESSED & JOY FILLED EASTER.
	Next Week’s Daily Readings 13 Apr - 19 Apr
	2nd week of Easter
	THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER


	SL CHURCH CLEANING 9th Mar – Val’s Team Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty, Anthony Fernandez, Maureen Davis & Ellen DonoghueMINISTERS OF THE WORD
	MINISTERS OF THE WORD
	11 and 12 APR
	18 and 19 APR

	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
	SLIDE OPERATORS

	WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
	Resources ....
	Entrance Antiphon: Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia. Response to the Psalm: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; happy those who have not seen me, but still believe! Alleluia! Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. Communion Antiphon: Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.

	CHILDREN’S LITURGY
	ST TIMOTHY’S: Sunday 26th April at the 10.30am Mass.  This will run on the 2nd and 4th  Sundays of each month.
	ST LUKE’S: Saturday 9th May at the 5pm Mass. This will run on the 2nd Saturday of each month.

	BIBLE TIMELINE CONTINUES...........
	Our Bible Timeline Classes will resume on  Wednesday April 15th.  Please note that the remaining four classes  will be on Wednesday evenings  at 6.45pm for a 7pm start.
	Dates; 15th & 29th April, 13th & 27th May

	VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
	Our local conference of St Vincent  de Paul, Blackburn South is currently  looking for people to help with visits,  updating the database, bread run  (pick up and distribution), purchasing  food trips, drivers & voucher control.  Many tasks have no more than a one hour commitment per week.  Please contact Steve 0458 673 514 or Margaret 0409 807 135 (or email margaret.gearon@svdp-vic.com.au).  New members are always very welcome!


	“SYNOD CORNER”
	5. Why listening matters in the Church


	BlkFor Bulletin 19 April.pdf
	St Luke the Evangelist, Blackburn South & St Timothy’s, Forest Hill
	ONE MISSION, TWO CHURCHES
	Third Sunday of Easter  Year A - 19th April 2026
	Acts of the Apostles 02:14-33, Ps 15: 1 Peter 1:17-21 GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:13-35
	Understanding Salvation History: Reading the Old Testament is very important  to understanding Christ. Jesus helped his disciples on the road to Emmaus  to understand the Old Testament Scriptures that pointed to his coming, mission,  and final redemptive gift of himself on the Cross. He was surprised at their lack  of belief and perhaps at their knowledge of the Scriptures: “How slow of heart to  believe all that the prophets spoke!” Later, when he appeared in the Upper  Room, he did the same thing for his Apostles. He helped open their minds to  understand his words: “He said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to  you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:44).
	Our first Mass reading tomorrow from the Acts of the Apostles (3:11-26) shows Peter imitating Christ in this way. He showed the people how the patriarchs–Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob–were part of salvation history, and how Moses and Samuel prophesied about Christ and how he was to suffer. These Old Testament accounts are meant to be read through the lens of salvation history. Jesus is truly present in his word, both the Old and New Testaments. If we ignore the Old Testament, we are ignoring a huge part of the word of Christ. As St. Jerome said, “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”
	Called to Communion: These two disciples were journeying to Emmaus, away from the rest of the disciples. They were “downcast” and disappointed at the death of Jesus. But, as a Good Shepherd, Jesus called them back to the fold with his physical presence on that Easter Sunday. In the same way, when Catholics fall away from their communities in the Church, Jesus calls them back with his physical presence in the Eucharist. Many Catholics who return “home” to the faith say that they missed receiving Holy Communion. Do you notice how full the pews are on Easter Sunday compared to the other Sundays of the year? Perhaps this is because Jesus extends a special grace on the day of his Resurrection, calling lax Catholics and even interested and open-minded non-Catholics to come to him. This thought might help us feel more charitable about the crowd. Whether they were there before Easter or will come back next week, they were called to Mass on Easter Sunday and they answered that call. We can pray for all those who felt called to Communion on Easter, that they might come back this Sunday and the next.
	Remain in Him: Jesus revealed himself to them in the Eucharist. The disciples’ eyes were opened in the breaking of the bread. We can ask ourselves if we truly recognize Jesus in his real presence in the Eucharist. However, many Catholics do not believe in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. There is much confusion about this teaching, yet Jesus told us plainly, without a parable, “my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him” (John 6:55-56). Notice here that the two disciples wanted Jesus to remain with them, asking, “Stay with us.” He agreed and then gave them Holy Communion. This is how we are to “remain” in him: by receiving the Eucharist worthily and frequently and by adoring Him in the Blessed Sacrament. May Catholics everywhere appreciate the gift of Jesus in the Eucharist!
	Conversing with Christ: Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. My physical eyes see bread, but the eyes of my soul see you. Lord Jesus, how you come to me in a humble piece of bread is still beyond the comprehension of my mind, but my soul knows and believes. Thank you for nourishing me with your very Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. Thank you for imbuing the Eucharist with your divine essence and for dwelling physically inside me, even for a few minutes. May I never neglect your Presence, but instead, receive you with thanksgiving and joy.
	Resolution: Lord, today by your grace I will pray for your holy presence to be recognized and adored in the Eucharist. I will make a visit to adore Jesus in the Eucharist or plan to make a special trip sometime this week.
	Office (for both Churches): 17 Stevens Road Forest Hill Vic 3133 (St Timothy’s) Parish Office tel: 03 9412 8499; Presbytery tel: 03 9877 2292 St Luke the Evangelist, 46 Orchard Grove, Blackburn South Email: foresthill@cam.org.au | Web: sttimothys.org.au / Email: blackburnsouth@cam.org.au | Web: blackburnsouth.org.au
	Next Week’s Daily Readings 20 Apr - 26 Apr
	3rd  week of Easter
	FOURTH SUNDAY of EASTER


	SL CHURCH CLEANING 9th Mar – Val’s Team Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty, Anthony Fernandez, Maureen Davis & Ellen DonoghueMINISTERS OF THE WORD
	MINISTERS OF THE WORD
	18 and 19 APR
	25 and 26 APR

	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
	SLIDE OPERATORS

	WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
	Resources ....
	Entrance Antiphon: Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing to the glory of his name. O render him glorious praise, alleluia. Response to the Psalm: Lord, you will show us the path of life. Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: make our hearts burn with love when you speak. Alleluia! Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. Communion Antiphon: The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread, alleluia.


	CHILDREN’S LITURGY
	WEEKDAY MASSES FOR APRIL & MAY Kindly note the following:
	No 9.15am mass on Wednesday 22/4, 29/4, 06/5 & 13/5  as well as on Thursday 23/4,30/4, 7/5 & 14/5 at St Timothy’s.
	NO 9.15am mass on Friday 24/04, 01/5, 8/5  as well as Saturday 2nd May  at St Luke’s.
	GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY




	BlkFor Bulletin 26 Apr.pdf
	St Luke the Evangelist, Blackburn South & St Timothy’s, Forest Hill
	ONE MISSION, TWO CHURCHES
	Fourth Sunday of Easter - Good Shepherd Sunday  Year A - 26th April 2026
	Acts of the Apostles 2:14, 36-41, Ps 22: 1-6, Peter 2:20-25 GOSPEL READING: John 10:1-10
	The Good Shepherd and Guardian of our souls
	What can shepherding teach us about God and our relationship with him? At the end of each day the shepherd brought his sheep into shelter. They knew the voice of their shepherd and came at his beckoning. So familiar was the shepherd and his sheep, that each was called by a distinct name. In the winter the sheep were usually brought to a communal village shelter which was locked and kept secure by a guardian. In the summer months the sheep were usually kept out in the fields and then gathered into a fold at night which was guarded by a shepherd throughout the night. He was literally the door through which the sheep had to pass. The Scriptures describe God as a shepherd who brings security and peace to his people. The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and for evermore (Psalm 120:8). Even the leaders of God's people are called shepherds: they shall lead them out and bring them in; that the congregation of the Lord may not be as sheep which have no shepherd (Numbers 27:17). Just as a shepherd kept watch over his sheep and protected them from danger, so Jesus stands watch over his people as the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls (1 Peter 2:25). Do you know the peace and security of a life fully submitted to God?

	Jesus willingly laid down his life for us - the sheep he ransomed with his own blood
	St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) writes: "He has accomplished what he taught us: He has shown us what He commanded us to do. He laid down his own life for his sheep, that within our mystery he might change his body and blood into food, and nourish the sheep he had redeemed with the food of his own flesh. He has shown us the way we must follow, despite fear of death. He has laid down the pattern to which we must conform ourselves. The first duty laid on us is to use our material goods in mercy for the needs of his sheep, and then, if necessary, give even our lives for them. He that will not give of his substance for his sheep, how shall he lay down his life for them?" (Tr. 46 in John). Do you look to Jesus the Good Shepherd, to receive the strength and courage you need to live and serve as his disciple?
	Meditation: Do you know the peace and security of the Good   Shepherd who watches over his own? The Old Testament often speaks of God as shepherd of his people, Israel. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want (Psalm 23:1). Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! (Psalm 80:1) We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture (Psalm 100:3). The Messiah is also pictured as the shepherd of God's people: He will feed his flock like a shepherd, he will gather the lambs in his arms (Isaiah 40:11). Jesus says he is the Good Shepherd who will risk his life to seek out and save the stray sheep (Matthew 18:12, Luke 15:4). He is the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls (1 Peter 2:25).
	Parish Priest Fr Alex Chow
	Parish Secretary Sonya O’Farrell Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 10am – 2pm ======== SUNDAY MASS Saturday Vigil: 5pm (SL)
	Sunday: 8:30am (SL)
	10:30am (ST)  ----------- WEEKDAY MASSES Tues. 6:30pm (SL) Wed.  Thurs.  Fri. 6.30pm (ST)       Sat.
	----------- RECONCILIATION SL: Tues 5:30 - 6:10pm
	Sat 4.30 - 4.50pm ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:10pm        ----------- EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT & EVENING PRAYER SL: Tues  5:30 - 6:30pm ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:30pm                     -----------
	HOSPITALITY AFTER MASS AT ST. LUKE’S Second weekend of each month - bring a plate to share (optional)
	YOUNG ADULT GROUP - Wednesday 13th May @ 7pm at St Luke’s Parish Hall
	LEGION OF MARY -  Friday 1st May @ 10.15am at St Luke’s Parish Hall Kitchen. Enquiries to Lucy 0419 591 423
	30 APRIL 2026 Thinking about life, purpose, and what really matters. If you’re asking  big questions about faith or simply curious — you are very welcome.  ALPHA Australian Edition, ALPHA Chinese Mandarin (adults) and ALPHA Youth (ages 13–17) offer a relaxed, no-pressure space to connect with others, enjoy a free dinner, watch engaging short videos, and have honest conversations about life and faith. Come as you are, bring your questions, and see where the conversation leads. No pressure, no strings attached.
	Email us at Alphastlukesbbs@gmail.com or register your interest via the QR code  We’d love to see you at Alpha!

	Next Week’s Daily Readings 27 Apr - 3 May
	4th  week of Easter
	MONDAY Apr 27 Acts 11:1-18 Ps 41:2-3; 42:3-4 Jn 10:11-18
	TUESDAY Apr 28 Acts 11:19-26  Ps 86:1-7 Jn 10:22-30 St Peter Chanel, priest, martyr
	WEDNESDAY Apr 29 Acts 12:24 - 13:5:  Ps 66:2-3, 5-6, 8 Jn 12:44-50 St Catherine of Siena, virgin, doctor
	THURSDAY APR 30 Acts 13:13-35  Ps 88:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27 Jn 13:16-20
	FRIDAY May 1  Acts 13:26-33  Ps 2:6-11 Jn 14:1-6
	SATURDAY May 2 Acts 13:44-52  Ps 97:1-4 Jn 14:7-14 St Athanasius, bishop, doctor
	SUNDAY May 3 Acts 6:1-7  Ps 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19: 1 Pet 2:4-9  Jn 14:1-12

	FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER
	ALTAR SERVING MINISTRY Are you interested in assisting as an altar server? If so, or if you have any questions about this ministry, please contact Chris Lim on 0419 470 267



	SL CHURCH CLEANING 9th Mar – Val’s Team Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty, Anthony Fernandez, Maureen Davis & Ellen DonoghueMINISTERS OF THE WORD
	MINISTERS OF THE WORD
	25 and 26 APR
	2 and 3 MAY
	Steve Kilroe-Smith Kana Chelliah Trevis Yee
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST


	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST
	Lynda Kilroe-Smith Beryl Chelliah Anico Yee
	Godfrey Thong Margaret Gearon Chin L Tay

	SLIDE OPERATORS
	Choir Paul Tierney Lee Min Yee
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST
	SL CHURCH FLOWERS 25th April - Jo Adams 2nd May - Marie Parker
	ST CHURCH FLOWERS Easter: Parishioners
	ST COUNTERS This week Team 4: Anico Yee & Chris Lim Next week Team 5: Anico Yee & Wilson D’Souza
	SL WELCOMERS 25 - 26 Apr 5pm Edna Lee 8.30am Marie Pekish 10.30am Volunteer
	SL CHURCH CLEANING 2nd May - Kellie’s team Kellie McCarthy, Emma Brodawka, Toni Wynne & Daniella Manolopoulos
	SL WELCOMERS 2 - 3 May  5:00pm Libby Theodore 8.30am Margaret Gearon 10.30am Volunteer
	Marg Yore Lucas Thong Alfred Lee
	Choir Megan McLean Manny Gonzalez
	ST CHURCH CLEANING 24th April  Theresa Patrick, Joelle Roussety, Anico, Ryan & Trevis Yee


	WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
	Resources ....
	Entrance Antiphon: The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia. Response to the Psalm: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine know me. Alleluia! Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. Communion Antiphon: The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.


	CHILDREN’S LITURGY
	ST TIMOTHY’S: Sunday 10th May at the 10.30am Mass.  This will run on the 2nd and 4th  Sundays of each month.
	ST LUKE’S: Saturday 9th May at the 5pm Mass. This will run on the 2nd Saturday of each month.
	WEEKDAY MASSES FOR APRIL & MAY Kindly note the following:
	NO 9.15am Mass on Wednesday 29/4, 06/5 & 13/5 at St Luke’s as well as on Thursday 30/4, 7/5 & 14/5 at St Timothy’s.
	NO 9.15am Mass on Friday 01/5, 8/5  as well as Saturday 2nd May at St Luke’s.
	In our parish of St Luke the Evangelist and St Timothy’s, five RCIA participants were received into the Church at the Easter Vigil 2026, each with a unique journey of faith and homecoming. Here, we share one testimony of our newly initiated members, DEWEN, a unique story marked by searching, discovery, and ultimately, a sense of coming home. Dewen’s path was paved by years of watching his wife receive the Eucharist, a silent invitation that eventually led him to join the RCIA to deepen his own connection with God.



	A GROWING HUNGER FOR GOD - DEWEN’S STORY
	‘Being able to finally participate in the Holy Eucharist was surreal,’ he says. ‘For nine years, I had watched my wife, Gabby, receive Communion, and now being able to join her was a deeply memorable moment. The liturgies during Holy Week were especially meaningful, as they brought to life the journey of Jesus leading up to his death.’  Dewen joined RCIA as the first step in the process of becoming a Catholic, describing the six-month journey as ‘incredibly informative’, giving him, he says, ‘a much deeper understanding of the teachings of the Catholic Church and the meaning behind its traditions. Throughout this time, I felt fully supported by the parish community, as well as by my godparent, Kelvin, who is also my father-in-law.’
	Before his initiation into the Catholic Church—‘a truly a significant experience’—Dewen says he ‘had not given much thought to the Eucharist, despite seeing Gabby receive it regularly. However, standing at the altar and receiving the sacraments of initiation gave me a deeper sense of connection with God.’
	In the past six months, as he has developed a better understanding of the practices of the Church, his faith has continued to grow. ‘One of the challenges I face in today’s world is being mindful of my thoughts and words. I am learning to act more in the person of Jesus and to keep my emotions in check,’ he says. ‘I plan to attend Mass regularly with Gabby [at St Timothy’s]. For now, I see myself not just simply as a parishioner, as I am open to becoming involved in church ministries and groups. I feel supported as I continue to find my feet in this new journey of faith.’


	BlkFor Bulletin 3 May.pdf
	St Luke the Evangelist, Blackburn South & St Timothy’s, Forest Hill
	ONE MISSION, TWO CHURCHES
	Fifth Sunday of Easter  Year A - 3rd May 2026
	Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7, Ps 32: 1-2, 4-5, 18-19, Peter 2:4-9 GOSPEL READING: John 14:1-12
	A place for you in my Father's house: During Jesus' last supper meal with his apostles, he spoke in plain words to them about his approaching departure. He tells them that he is returning to his Father to prepare a place for them in the Father's house. Jesus not only goes to secure for his disciples a place of refuge, peace, and security, he secures for them the best the Father has to offer -intimate communion, friendship, and joy with the Father at his table (Luke 12:37, Matthew 8:11) and place of rest and refreshment. Jesus promised his disciples - and each one of us - that he would return again to personally bring us to the Father's house. Are you ready to follow the Lord Jesus wherever he wishes to lead you now and in the future? And do you trust him to bring you safely to your home with the Father in his kingdom? Paul the Apostle reminds us that nothing in this world can compare with the glory of feasting with the Father in his house. "I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us" (Romans 8:18). Is your hope securely placed in Jesus and his promise to raise you up in glory with him?
	Knowing God personally: One of the greatest truths of the Christian faith is that we can know the living God. Our knowledge of God is not simply limited to knowing something about God, but we can know God personally. The essence of Christianity, and what makes it distinct from Judaism and other religions, is the knowledge of God as our Father. Jesus makes it possible for each of us to personally know God as our Father. To see Jesus, the only begotten Son of the Father, is to see what God is like. In Jesus we see the perfect love of God - a God who cares intensely and who yearns over men and women, loving them to the point of laying down his life for them upon the Cross. Jesus is the revelation of God - a God who loves us completely, unconditionally, and perfectly for our good. Jesus also promises that God the Father will hear our prayers when we pray in his name. That is why Jesus taught his followers to pray with confidence, Our Father who art in heaven... give us this day our daily bread (Matthew 6:9). Do you pray to your Father in heaven with joy and confidence in his love and care for you?
	Doing the works that Jesus did: Jesus told his disciples that they would do the same works which he had done - and even greater works! While Jesus was physically present to his disciples in Galilee and Jerusalem, he was subject to the physical limitations of time, space, and circumstances. Now as the Risen Saviour who is glorified and seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven, the Lord Jesus makes his presence and power known to every place on earth through the power and presence of the Holy Spirit who lives and works through all the members of the body of Christ on earth. Wherever we go the Lord Jesus wants us to bring the good news and blessings of his kingdom to as many people as we can. The Lord Jesus calls us the salt of the earth. He wants us to bring the flavour of his goodness and holiness into every area of society we are engaged in. Christ calls us the light of the world. He wants us to make him known and loved by helping people to see the radiance of his love and truth and the beauty of his kingdom. That is why Jesus continues to commission his followers throughout every age to "make disciples of all nations"(John 17:18, Matthew 28:19).
	Meditation: Do you allow any troubles to rob you of God's gift of peace? As much as we try to avoid it, we inevitably encounter challenges and trials that can shake our confidence and our trust in God. Jesus knew that his disciples would be put to the test when their Master was taken from them during his suffering and passion - his arrest, trial, and rejection by the leaders of his own people, and crucifixion by the Romans. Jesus encouraged his disciples to put their faith and hope in God the Father and also in himself. When adversity or trouble comes
	your way, does it make you lose hope or give into fear and despair, or does it press you closer to the Lord Jesus and to the strength and help he offers you?
	Office (for both Churches): 17 Stevens Road Forest Hill Vic 3133 (St Timothy’s) Parish Office tel: 03 9412 8499; Presbytery tel: 03 9877 2292 St Luke the Evangelist, 46 Orchard Grove, Blackburn South Email: foresthill@cam.org.au | Web: sttimothys.org.au / Email: blackburnsouth@cam.org.au | Web: blackburnsouth.org.au
	Parish Priest Fr Alex Chow
	Parish Secretary Sonya O’Farrell Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 10am – 2pm ======== SUNDAY MASS Saturday Vigil: 5pm (SL)
	Sunday: 8:30am (SL)
	10:30am (ST)  ----------- WEEKDAY MASSES Tues. 6:30pm (SL) Wed.  Thurs.  Fri. 6.30pm (ST)       Sat. 9.15am (SL*) *Rosary after Mass
	----------- RECONCILIATION SL: Tues 5:30 - 6:10pm        Sat 9.45 - 10.15am       Sat 4.30 - 4.50pm ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:10pm        ----------- EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT & EVENING PRAYER SL: Tues  5:30 - 6:30pm ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:30pm                     -----------
	HOSPITALITY AFTER MASS AT ST. LUKE’S Second weekend of each month - bring a plate to share (optional)
	YOUNG ADULT GROUP - Wednesday 13th May @ 7pm at St Luke’s Parish Hall
	LEGION OF MARY -  Friday 8th May @ 10.15am at St Luke’s Parish Hall Kitchen. Enquiries to Lucy 0419 591 423
	Second session: 7 MAY 2026 Thinking about life, purpose, and what really matters. If you’re asking  big questions about faith or simply curious — you are very welcome.  ALPHA Australian Edition, ALPHA Chinese Mandarin (adults) and ALPHA Youth (ages 13–17) offer a relaxed, no-pressure space to connect with others, enjoy a free dinner, watch engaging short videos, and have honest conversations about life and faith. Come as you are, bring your questions, and see where the conversation leads. No pressure, no strings attached.
	Email us at Alphastlukesbbs@gmail.com or register your interest via the QR code  We’d love to see you at Alpha!

	Next Week’s Daily Readings 4 May - 10 May
	5th week of Easter
	MONDAY May 4 Acts 14:5-18  Ps 113B:1-4, 15-16 Jn 14:21-26
	TUESDAY May 5 Acts 14:19-28  Ps 144:10-13, 21 Jn 14:27-31
	WEDNESDAY May 6 Acts 15:1-6  Ps 121:1-5 Jn 15:1-8
	THURSDAY May 7 Acts 15:7-21  Ps 95:1-3, 10 Jn 15:9-11
	FRIDAY May 8  Acts 15:22-31  Ps 56:8-12 Jn 15:12-17
	SATURDAY May 9 Acts 16:1-10 Ps 99:1-3, 5 Jn 15:18-21
	SUNDAY May 10 Acts 8:5-8, 14-17  Ps 65:1-7, 16, 20: 1 Pet 3:15-18  Jn 14: 15-21

	SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER
	ALTAR SERVING MINISTRY Are you interested in assisting as an altar server? If so, or if you have any questions about this ministry, please contact Chris Lim on 0419 470 267



	SL CHURCH CLEANING 9th Mar – Val’s Team Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty, Anthony Fernandez, Maureen Davis & Ellen DonoghueMINISTERS OF THE WORD
	MINISTERS OF THE WORD
	2 and 3 MAY
	9 and 10 MAY
	Melina Barcellona Darren McLean Jane D’Souza
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST


	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST
	Val Gardiner Beryl Chelliah Anico Yee

	SLIDE OPERATORS
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST
	SL WELCOMERS 2 - 3 May 5pm Libby Theodore 8.30am Margaret Gearon 10.30am Volunteer
	SL CHURCH CLEANING 16th May - Sonya’s team Sonya O’Farrell, Netty Solomon,  & Anthony Fernandez
	SL WELCOMERS 9 - 10 May  5:00pm John Ryan 8.30am Janette Clark 10.30am Volunteer
	ST CHURCH CLEANING 1st May  Susan Chen & Isaac Cheng
	Corey Thong Megan McLean Pat Kawalevski
	Choir Rosemary Donaldson Manny Gonzalez
	SL CHURCH FLOWERS 2nd May - Marie Parker 9th May - Jenny Marino
	ST CHURCH FLOWERS  Parishioners
	ST COUNTERS This week Team 7: Fela Colasanti & Chin L Tay Next week Team 6: Barry Silvester & Seng Chan
	Lucy Ferris Kana Chelliah Trevis Yee
	Choir Paul Tierney Lee Min Yee


	WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
	Resources ....
	Entrance Antiphon: O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked wonders; in the sight of the nations he has shown his deliverance, alleluia. Response to the Psalm: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the Father, except through me. Alleluia! Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. Communion Antiphon: I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.

	CHILDREN’S LITURGY
	ST TIMOTHY’S: Sunday 10th May at the 10.30am Mass.  This will run on the 2nd and 4th  Sundays of each month.
	ST LUKE’S: Family Mass will run on the 2nd Saturday of each month starting from June 13th.
	WEEKDAY MASSES FOR MAY Kindly note the following:
	NO 9.15am Mass on Wednesday 6/5 & 13/5  at St Luke’s as well as on Thursday 7/5 & 14/5  at St Timothy’s.
	NO 9.15am Mass on Friday 8/5 at St Luke’s.


	CATHOLICCARE VICTORIA SUNDAY APPEAL
	This weekend is the CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal (previously held during the month of August).  CatholicCare Victoria works with those facing homelessness, those experiencing mental health challenges, families struggling with relationship problems, newly arrived refugees and asylum seekers, and those experiencing grief and trauma.  This year, the Appeal aims to give hope and support to people experiencing homelessness. Our faith calls us to welcome the stranger and care for those most in need. Your compassion ensures individuals and families are supported with safe housing, practical assistance, and compassionate care as they rebuild their lives.
	Your generosity helps open the door to safety, dignity and hope.  Please donate to CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal.
	You can donate using the appeal envelope available in our parish, donate online at www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967 2515. All gifts of $2 and above are tax deductible.  “For I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 25:35)



	“SYNOD CORNER”
	7. Synodality and bishops
	PARISH PILGRIMAGE Our pilgrims, following in the footsteps of St Paul, have visited Athens, Corinth, Meteora, Kalambaka, Vergina, Veria, Thessaloniki, Philippi, Kavala, Izmir, Kusadasi, Ephesus & Istanbul. Some of them are now on their way back home and others have flown on to Rome for a few days. You can access their blog using the following link: https://www.luktim.church/2026-pilgrimage/



	BlkFor Bulletin 10 May.pdf
	St Luke the Evangelist, Blackburn South & St Timothy’s, Forest Hill
	ONE MISSION, TWO CHURCHES
	Sixth Sunday of Easter  Year A - 10th May 2026
	Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8, 14-17, Ps 65: 1-7, 16,20, Peter 3:15-18 GOSPEL READING: John 14:15-21
	John Henry Newman (1801-1890) said: We love because it is our nature to love, and it is our nature because God the Holy Spirit has made it our nature. Jesus speaks to his disciples of the inseparable bound of love between himself and the Father, and of their love for humankind. In Jesus we see the fulness of God's love and how God's love is directed to our well-being. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might have life through him (1 John 4:9).
	Knowing God's love: How do we know that God truly loves each one of us? In the cross we see the proof of God's love for each of us and the incredible price God was willing to pay to redeem us from slavery to sin, death, and Satan. Jesus gave up his life that we might have life - abundant, everlasting life with God - a life of love and unity with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit forever. Through the cross Jesus opened a new way of relationship for us as the adopted sons and daughters of God - his beloved children (Romans 8:14-17). Jesus calls his disciples to walk in his way of love through obedience to the will of the Father. True love is more than sentiment, emotion, or good intention. As important as these may be they are not the proof of sincere love. True love for God is expressed in obedience and obedience is expressed in love.
	Jesus' best gift for us:  Jesus promised to give his followers the best of gifts, the Holy Spirit as their Counsellor and Helper. How does the Holy Spirit help us as the counsellor?
	Counsellor is a legal term for one who defends someone against an adversary and who guides that person during the ordeal of trial. The Holy Spirit is our Advocate and Helper who guides and strengthens us and brings us safely through the challenges and adversities we must face in this life.
	The Holy Spirit is also the Giver of life - the abundant life which comes from God and which sustains us forever. The Holy Spirit also guides us in the way of truth, wisdom, and goodness. We can never stop learning because the Spirit leads us more and more into the knowledge of God's love, truth, and goodness. Jesus also promised his followers the gift of peace. Peace is more than the absence of conflict or trouble. Peace includes everything which makes for our highest good. Trust in God, faith in his promises, and obedience to his word lead us to peace and security in God's presence.
	That is why a Christian need not fear or be troubled by anything. The love of Christ brings immeasurable joy and consolation even in the midst of our trials and suffering. Paul the Apostle states, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?... For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:35,38-39).
	Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with the knowledge of Christ's immense love and with his gift of peace.
	Meditation: What makes us both fully human and truly like God? Is it not unconditional love which is unselfish, undying, and wholly directed to the good of others? The love of God unites us in an unbreakable bond of fidelity, friendship, and community with others. Jesus loved his own until the very end of his passion and death on the cross (John 13:1).
	The nature of love: From the very beginning of creation God said: it is not good that man should be alone (Genesis 2:18). We were created in love for love - to be a community of loving persons, just as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are inseparably united in a community of unbreakable love.
	Office (for both Churches): 17 Stevens Road Forest Hill Vic 3133 (St Timothy’s) Parish Office tel: 03 9412 8499; Presbytery tel: 03 9877 2292 St Luke the Evangelist, 46 Orchard Grove, Blackburn South Email: foresthill@cam.org.au | Web: sttimothys.org.au / Email: blackburnsouth@cam.org.au | Web: blackburnsouth.org.au
	Parish Priest Fr Alex Chow
	Parish Secretary Sonya O’Farrell Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 10am – 2pm ======== SUNDAY MASS Saturday Vigil: 5pm (SL)
	Sunday: 8:30am (SL)
	10:30am (ST)  ----------- WEEKDAY MASSES Tues. 6:30pm (SL) Wed.  Thurs.  Fri. 6.30pm (ST)       Sat. 9.15am (SL*) *Rosary after Mass
	----------- RECONCILIATION SL: Tues 5:30 - 6:10pm        Sat 9.45 - 10.15am       Sat 4.30 - 4.50pm ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:10pm        ----------- EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT & EVENING PRAYER SL: Tues  5:30 - 6:30pm ST: Fri 5:30 - 6:30pm                     -----------
	HOSPITALITY AFTER MASS AT ST. LUKE’S Second weekend of each month - bring a plate to share (optional)
	YOUNG ADULT GROUP - Wednesday 13th May @ 7pm at St Luke’s Parish Hall
	LEGION OF MARY -  Friday 15th May @ 10.15am at St Luke’s Parish Hall Kitchen. Enquiries to Lucy 0419 591 423
	Third session: 14 MAY 2026 @ 7pm Thinking about life, purpose, and what really matters. If you’re asking  big questions about faith or simply curious — you are very welcome.  ALPHA Australian Edition, ALPHA Chinese Mandarin (adults) and ALPHA Youth (ages 13–17) offer a relaxed, no-pressure space to connect with others, enjoy a free dinner, watch engaging short videos, and have honest conversations about life and faith. Come as you are, bring your questions, and see where the conversation leads. No pressure, no strings attached.
	Email us at Alphastlukesbbs@gmail.com or register your interest via the QR code  We’d love to see you at Alpha!

	Next Week’s Daily Readings 11 May - 17 May
	6th week of Easter
	MONDAY May 11 Acts 16:11-15 Ps 149:1-6, 9 Jn 15:26 - 16:4
	TUESDAY May 12 Acts 16:22-34  Ps 137:1-3,7-8 Jn 16:5-11
	WEDNESDAY May 13 Acts 17:15,  22 - 18:1 Ps 148:1-2, 11-14 Jn 16:12-15
	THURSDAY May 14 Acts 1:15-17, 20-26  Ps 112:1-8 Jn 15:9-17 St Matthias, apostle
	FRIDAY May 15  Acts 18:9-18  Ps 46:2-7 Jn 16:20-23
	SATURDAY May 16 Acts 18:23-28 Ps 46:2-3, 8-10 Jn 16:23-28
	SUNDAY May 17 Acts 1:1-11  Ps 46:2-3, 6-9 Eph 1:17-23  Mt 28:16-20

	The ASCENSION of the LORD
	ALTAR SERVING MINISTRY Are you interested in assisting as an altar server? If so, or if you have any questions about this ministry, please contact Chris Lim on 0419 470 267



	SL CHURCH CLEANING 9th Mar – Val’s Team Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty, Anthony Fernandez, Maureen Davis & Ellen DonoghueMINISTERS OF THE WORD
	MINISTERS OF THE WORD
	9 and 10 MAY
	16 and 17 MAY
	Godfrey Thong Liliana Restrepo Michelle Chen
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST


	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST
	Corey Thong Megan McLean Pat Kawalevski

	SLIDE OPERATORS
	Saturday 5pm SL Sunday 8:30am SL 10:30am ST
	SL WELCOMERS 9 - 10 May 5pm John Ryan 8.30am Janette Clark 10.30am Volunteer
	SL CHURCH CLEANING 16th May - Sonya’s team Sonya O’Farrell, Netty Solomon,  & Anthony Fernandez
	SL WELCOMERS 16 - 17 May  5:00pm Libby Theodore 8.30am Marie Pekish 10.30am Volunteer
	ST CHURCH CLEANING 15th May  Trevis Yee & Ben Perera
	Lynda Kilroe-Smith Michael Ballek Susan Chen
	Choir David Prabha Lee Min Yee
	SL CHURCH FLOWERS 9th May - Jenny Marino 16th May - Kate Skowronska
	ST CHURCH FLOWERS  Parishioners
	ST COUNTERS This week Team 6: Barry Silvester & Seng Chan Next week Team 5: Anico Yee & Wilson D’Souza
	Melina Barcellona Darren McLean Jane D’Souza
	Choir Rosemary Donaldson Manny Gonzalez


	WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
	Resources ....
	Entrance Antiphon: Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: The Lord has freed his people, alleluia. Response to the Psalm: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me will keep my words, and my Father will love them and we will come to them. Alleluia! Eucharistic Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. Communion Antiphon: If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will send you another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

	CHILDREN’S LITURGY
	ST TIMOTHY’S: Sunday 10th & 24th  May at the 10.30am Mass.  This will run on the 2nd and 4th  Sundays of each month.
	ST LUKE’S: Family Mass will run on the 2nd Saturday of each month starting from June 13th.
	WEEKDAY MASSES FOR MAY Kindly note the following:
	NO 9.15am morning Mass on  Wednesday 13th May or Thursday 14th May  at St Timothy’s.


	CATHOLICCARE VICTORIA SUNDAY APPEAL
	Thank you from CatholicCare Victoria
	CatholicCare Victoria is deeply grateful for the support of our parish during last week’s CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal. The generosity of our parish community means that CatholicCare Victoria can continue their mission; to empower communities and building strength and resilience, to enable everyone to reach their full potential and live life to the full. Your compassion and generosity ensure individuals and families are supported with safe housing, practical assistance, and compassionate care as they rebuild their lives.  Thank you for helping open the door to safety, dignity and hope.  For more information about CatholicCare Victoria,  please visit: www.catholiccarevic.org.au
	You can still donate using the appeal envelope available in our parish, donate online at www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967 2515. All gifts of $2 and above are tax deductible.  “For I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 25:35)



	“SYNOD CORNER”
	8. Synodality and priests
	PARISH PILGRIMAGE
	Our pilgrims, following in the footsteps of St Paul, have visited many places in Greece and Turkiye and are now in Rome. You can access their blog by scanning this QR code:






